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Good morning and please be seated.

Yesterday I was holding my two month old grandson and looked into his
beautiful blue eyes and I thought. I wonder what kind of person you will be.
I was looking at a little boy who was the person that God wanted him to be
and I thought wow, there you are at the very beginning of your race. Just
just about to start.

This morning we heard the reading of Paul writing to Timothy that he was at
the end of his race. He had run the good race. Paul was sitting in jail or the
author of Timothy was sitting in jail, waiting for whatever was going to
happen which was probably a very uncomfortable death. We'll put it that
way. But when I read about Paul and heard I have finished the race and
looked at my grandson. I thought I am not finished with this race. I don't
think I will be finished with my race until my last breath. I hope to God that I
continue to run and to to be that person that is willing to open be open and
change to hear God say you know what Jane I think maybe this way to be
the good Earth to be the soil that God will prepare for something more to
thrive.

In our parable this morning, one of the very last parables we will hear from
Luke. The Pharisee is standing at the altar proud saying here I am God,
aren't I wonderful? And then the Pharisee utters  I am so I'm not like him.
Meanwhile, on the other side is the tax collector. Now the tax collector was
considered the worst of the worst of that environment. The tax collector had
probably skimmed off a little bit off the top as he collected taxes for the
Romans. He was a collaborator. The Pharisee had obeyed the law and in
fact had been very generous to the temple and everything else but the tax
collector was like ooh, sort of an outcast if you will. The tax collector stands
at the altar and says, have mercy upon me for I am a sinner. In your classic
parables, we have extremes, we have the Pharisee and we have the tax
collector. We have the one who is arrogant and sort of pompous and we



have the one who is feeling like a sinner and asking for God's mercy. And
as all parables. Which one are you? Which one do you identify? Are you
the Pharisee that says thank God I'm not like one of them. One of them.
One of them who is a Republican or a Democrat, one of them who can't put
a tie on for Sunday morning. One of them who doesn't go to church and sits
at home and reads the New York Times one of them. Or are you a tax
collector who walks in and says nothing more than forgive me God? I would
hope that we would be someplace in the middle. I would hope that we
would be in a place of humility. Whether we are not one who stands there
and says I'm glad I'm not one of them. But I'm also not one that says
everything about me is wrong. And so therefore dear God have mercy upon
me. I'm a terrible sinner. But with the humility we stand in the middle,
humility comes from the same Latin word humilis as humus now for those
of you who are gardeners, good humus is amended soil that things, dirt will
thrive. If you look at a plant your garden and it, it doesn't seem to be doing
very well. You're azalea and you're thinking Why isn't this plant thriving?
Well, the first thing you look at is the soil. Is this soil, good for an azalea
Azaleas take acidic soil. If you look at your roses or your peonies, and you
say, Why aren't these thriving and you look at the soil and you see that it's
needs to be sweeter the pH is on that side. Good Earth good soil is that
which is planted and or amended for things to thrive, for plants to thrive and
each one of us has a different caliber of soil if you will. Each one of us has
like the azalea, like the rose has to have the right mix. But good Earth
needs to be pliable. Good Earth needs to be open to certain amendments.
Do you need more acid? Do you need more sweet? Good Earth means
that we are full of humility that says God what is it that I need to be
thriving? How can I create in me good earth, the earth that God will plant
something in and say that thrives humility is not being a doormat, not
accepting bullying, not accepting something, someone yelling at you,
criticizing you. Whatever.

Humility is standing up for yourself. Knowing whether you deserve the
braiding or not but most of the case you say, Hmm, is this person right? If
that person is not correct, can you stand up for yourself? That is what God
wants. God does not want this pious. Go ahead. God does not want have



mercy upon me. God wants something in the middle that says, Here I am
you have made me I'm not going to take the bullying. But I am going to look
at myself in humility and say this is what I need to create good earth so that
God can plant something in me to thrive. It's this sense of in between. You
know, Christians are ones that I love to be around because they look at
themselves. And say, Please God, how can I improve? How can I continue
to run the good race? How can I run the marathon, not the sprint. Some of
us look back at our lives and say well, that was a sprint or that was a
marathon or that was a steeplechase. It goes up and down and up and
down. But the race has not ended. I look out here and as long as you're
breathing, thank God. You are available and open to receive the
amendments that God wants to give you.

When I look at my little son, my grandson, certainly yes, I look at his father,
my son and think the race is not ending my son, nor is it ending for the
grandmother here. It is that sense of openness and humility that also says
to us, God, grant me whatever else I need. Help me because you know that
if you want and realize that you need to change. That's when you need
God's help. That's when you need God to say, Here it is. By the way, Jane,
you need to be a little bit nicer. I don't want to change, do you? But with
God's help. We have that ability to say, you're right God helped me to be
less angry. helped me to be more open, help me not to look at my
neighbor's, my friends, my family and say thank God I'm not like that, help
me to realize what God is putting in front of me to say this is what you need
to do to change.

One of the great things about a Christian community is that we hopefully
develop a community of trust. So that if I go to you and say, I got this
situation and I don't know what to do about it. I can trust you to say, well,
this is maybe what God is calling you to do. It is that sense of community.
Right now we're in a point of transition. And we have the opportunity to say
this is what All Saints' needs. What kind of good earth are we creating here
at All Saints' in order for things to thrive, for people to come and say, Wow,
this is where I want to blossom. This is where I want to plant my roots and
to grow. We're not all looking for roses. We're not all looking for lavender.



We're not all looking for azaleas. rhododendrons, we're looking for good
Earth. That all who come here can say this is where I want to flourish. How
can we, with God's help become the parish that is the good earth that says
come put your roots down here? And you will thrive and blossom.

Amen.


